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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

{ Continued from last weel:.)

_“in anote addressed to.our Minister in Mexico,
. rhaintains that by the Florida: treaty of 1319, the
- territory as far westag the Rio Grande was eon-

In that note he states *“thatby
the treaty of the twenly-second February 1819,

- -hatween ihe United States and Spain, the Sabine

- wag-adopted as the line of boundary between the the Congress of ihat republie, for the purpose ol
. twa powers.  Up to that period, no considerable I

eolonization had been‘effecied in Texas; bt the

.. tertitory between the Sabine and the Rio Grande

beiog confirmed to Spain by the treaty, applica-
‘tions were made to that Power for grauts of land;

 and such grants; or permissions of setflements,

werg in faet Tohde by the Spanish authorities in
“favor of citizens ol the United States proposing 1o
‘emigrate T'exas in numerous families, before the
“declaration of independence by Mexico?* .
" The Texas which-wes. eeded to Spainby the
Florida treaty of 1819, embraced all the conntry

- now claimed by the State of Texas between the

" Nueces and the Rio Grande.—Tle republic of
Lexas nlways elaimed this as her western boun-
dary; and in her treaty made with Santa Annain

-|face of all these proceedings

“May, 1826, he recognised it as such. Dy ihe
- constitntion which Texas adopted in March, 1826,
- :senatorisl and reptesentave districts were organ-

- 'ized, extending west of the Nuetes. The Con-.

- . gress of Texas, on the nineteenth of December,

1836, passed “An act to define the boundaries of

" the republic of "Texas;”’ in which they declared

-the Ric Graude from iis monihio.its sourcs fo be
the boundary, nid by the said act they extended

" their feivil and political jurizdietion®? over the

~eauntry up to'that boundary. Duringa period of

inore than nine years, which intervened between
. the ndoption of ber constitution and her annexa-
_tiomas one of the States of our Unioh, Texasas-
" merted and excrcised .many acls of sovereignty

- and jurisdietion over the territory and inhabitants

west of the Nueces. ‘Shé organized and defined

" thelimits of counties extending tothe Rio Grande.

-~ tablished a custom-house, and ¢

' ~ ter the nct of adi
+"" establish a vollec

" ag.which they admitte

+ . Corpuas Christ, situ

" confirmed by the Senate; an
" . of the republic of Fexas, and our €

"~ ceded tho orders for the advance of our ar
Subsequently dopted by

. pesentativess

" pying the country wost of t
-+ Brmy, with g view solely to

*-";being the same poin
““house; under the la |
located, and directed that a surveyor
the revenue, should be appointed for that
the President, by
ate. A surveyor was necor

.. 8 part

- -westof thatri

~ 8he established -courts-of justice: and extended
‘her judicial system over theterritory. - She es-
Y oliccted daties,
#nd post roadsinit. She
established a land office; and issued numerous
“graais for Jand, within its Jimits. A Senatorand

a Representative residingin it were elected to the
g and served ag such;

_and also post offices,

.Congress of the republie, }
'befu!fe the act of annexation took place. In both
"~ ihe Congress and Convention of Texas, whieh

t to tha termns cof annexation to
osed by our -Congress,
ding west of the Nueces,
This was

gave their assen
ihe United Stafes propo
. yvere represeniatives resiing we
- who took partinthe annexation iselfs
“the Texas which by the act of oc

‘the 20th’ of Pee.,y 1845, was admitted

the States of the Finion. 1hat ihe Congress o
‘$he United States understood the State of Tex-

heyond the Nueces, is apprr
on the 31t of December,
nissien,

eated a port of delivery

12 -which they ¢T
as, by which thoy ¢ & west of the Nueces, and

ate

" in the performance of his duties.

‘the east bank of the Rio Grande. !
" Clongress passed an ol “establishing cerlain post
" routes,” extending west of the. Nueces.

« The countfy westof thatziver now constifutes ¢reated an imperion
art of ene of the Congressienal: districts of ey own honor, sho
and is represented in the House of Rep-lpessand dignity. ]
The Senators from {hat State weré: peforehand declared thatii wo
legislature in. whish “the country 'an act as a casus belli;‘aqd, ns
ver was represented. In view .of g5 declaration, negotintion w
" of all these facts, it is difficult to coneceiye Mpon fyre, ot an end,dnd Was flie ol
at tained that, In oceu- infexican govermment-
he Nueces witk our|
its security and de=

- Texas,

chosen by .a:

.. what ground it car be main

d into the Union fo extend [ 'The congquest of Texas and w
rrent from the fact; that:Stajes were openly threatened.
1845, only two days af-lgircumstances existing, when
they passed. a Iaw-“to!proper to o
tion:district in the State of Tex- |Gen. Taylor to advance on the
8t of Texag, and occupy a position onor near the

t at which the Texan cusiom-{ ]
wy of that republic had been invasion have been si )
to cellect event. - Thedeterminationof Mexico to rushinte
port by | hostilitics with the United States was afterwards
and with the advice of the Sen-"anifested from the whol
dingly nominated and ,the Mexi
4 hag been eversince | Minister,
All these aets . Paredes bad L
ongress pre- ‘
my 10 for the annexation of Texas,

Tenee, we invaded the terr
_But_l_t would still have been
Justify the Lxecutive whose duly it is fo see
that the laws be faithfully exeeuted, if inthe
Loth' of the Con-
grese of Tesas and of the United States, he
had assumed the rasponsibility of yielding up the
territory west of the Nueces to Mexico, or re-
fusing lo protect and defend this teritory and its
iphabifants, including Corpns Chiisii, as well as
the remaiander of Texes, against the threatencd
Mexican invasion. - T ‘

But Mexico hersell has never placed the war
which she-has waged upon the ground that our

itory of Mexico.
more diffienlt to

1

|anny occupied the mtermediate territory belween

the Nueces and the Rio Crande. - Her refuled
pretence that Texas was not in fact an indepen-
dent State, but a rebellious provinee, was obsii-
nately persevered in; and her avowed purpose in
commencing a war with the Ublted Stales wos
to reconquer Texas, and toTestore Mexican au-
thority over the whole temitory—not to 1he Nu-
eces only, butto the Sabine, In view ofthe pro-
elaimed menaces of Mexico to this effect, I decin-
ed it my duty, az n measure of precantion and
defenice, to order our army lo cecupy a position
on our fronticr as a military post, from which our
troops corld best resist and repel any attempled
invasion which Mexico might make. -

Our army had ocevpied & position at Corpas
Chrisli, west of the Nueces, a4 early as Augost,
1845, without complaint from any quaiter.  Had
the Nueces been regarded ag the western-boun-
dary ot Texas, that boundary had been passed by

i

{our srmy many months before it advanced tothe

eastern bank of the io Grande. . In my anou-
al'message of Decernber last, I informed Con-
gress that, upon invitation of both the Congress
and thie Convention of Texas I had deemedit
proper o order a strong squadron to the coasts ¢f
Mexico, and to concenirate an efficient military
force on the western frontier of Texas, to'protect
and defend the inhabifants against the menaced
invasionof Mexico, Inthatmessage Iinformed
Congress that the momnent the terms of annexa-
tion uffered by the United States were accepted
by T'exns, thelatier became so far a part of our
ot country asio makie it our duty to afford sueh
proteotion and defence, and that for that purpose
our squadren had been ordered to the Gulf, and
our army to “take a position between the Nueces
and'the Del Norte,” or Rio Grande, and “to re-
pel any invasion »f Texan territory which might
be attempted by the Mexican forces.”” -
Itwas-deemed proper to issue this crder, be-
canse, soon after, the President of Texas, in A-
prily 1845, had issued his proclamation convening

sabmittipg to that body the terms of annexafion
proposed by the United Staies, ihe government of
Mexico wade serious ilreals of invading the
Texan territory. These threats became more
imposing as it beeams more apparent, in the pro-
gress of ihe gnestion, that the people of Texas
would decide in favor of accepling the ferms
of nnnexation; and finally, they had assumed
such a forinidable character, as induced both the
Congress and Convocation of Texas torequest
that a military force should be sent by the United
States into her territory for the purpose of protec-
ting and defending her & gaingt the threatencd in-
vasion. It would have been a violation of good
faith towards the people of Texas to have reln-
sed to afford.ihe aid which they desired against
a threatened invasion, 1o -which they hadbeen
exposed by their free determination fo gnnex
themselves to our Union, in complianee withthe
overiure made to Congress. o
_Asecordingly, a portion of the armny. wasorder-
ed to advance into Texas. Corpas Christiwas
the position seleeted by Gen. Taylor, Heen-
camped af that place in August; 1845, and the
army remained in that position until the 11th of
March, 1846, when it moved westward,and on
the 28th of that menth reached the cast bank of
the Rio Grande, oppesite Matamoras. 'This
movement was made in pursuanee of erdersfrom
the War Department, issued on the 13th of Jan-
uary, 1846. Beforethese orders were issncd, {he
despateh of our minister in Mexico, iransmitting
the decision of the Council of Gevernment of
Mexico, advising that he should not be received,
and'alse ithe despalch of cur consul residing in
the eily of Mexico-—the former bearing date en
the 18th of December, 1845; copies of both of
which aceompanied my message 1o Congress of
the 11th of May last—were received at. the De-
partment of State, These communications ren-
dered it highly: probable, if not absolutely cer-
tain, that our minister would not be received by
the Governmenr of General Herrera, Itwasal-
so well known that butlittle hope could be enter-
{ained of a different result from Gen. Paredesyin
case the revolulionary movement which. he was
prosecating should prove successful, as our main-
“ister, in fhe despateli referred to, sfates, breath-

f our Congress of ed the Rercest hoslility againsi{he United States,
as one of denounced the proposed. negotiation as treason,

and openly called upou the troops and the people
{to put down the government of Herera by force.
i ar with ihe United
Thesewerethe
it waz deemed
rder {he army under the command of
n the western frontier

‘Rio Grande.

Theapprehensionsof & contemplated Mexican

nee fully justified by the

¢ tenor of the note of
can Minister of Foreign Affairs toour
bearing date on’ the 12(h March, 1546
henrevolutionized the governmeat,
1and Lis minister, after referring to the resolution
which hod been a-
Congress in March, 1846, proeeeds to
Fact such as thisy orio speak with
so-nolable an actof nsurpation,
s necessity that Mexice, for
uld repel it with preper firm-
I'he supreme goverament had
would look upoy'such

‘declare that a
lereaterexactness,

as, by its very na-

It appears, also, that enthe {fou

2, 1847.
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mand ot the Texan frontier {e®itiack’ our army dence of Texas subject to a condition,
“by every méans which wa» permits,”

tion which bad brought hini into power.
18th of April; 1846, General Parcdes addressed must have been abandoned,
a Jetier to the commander on’ that frontier, in'

suppose you ot the hend ofthat ygliant army,

tions ol & eampaigng? and “suppesing you alreas

against the enemy.’

Tha movement of our army to the Rio Grande withdrawa {from Vera Cruz while pegotiations
was made by the commanding geneml:under pos- should b pending. TUpon thereceipt of this note
itive orders to abstain from all aggressive acts to-| oiar naval force was promptly withdiawn from

peaceful, unless Mexico should declare war, or' promising aspect for a speedy and peaceful ad-
commit.-acts of hostitity indicative of & slaie of justiment of all our difficulties. :

war; and thess orders he faithiully execoted.)” Afthe date of my mnnual message lo Congress

the Rie Grande, within the limits of Texas; then that hie woulll be received by the Mexican gov-
recently admitted as one of the States of our Un-lernmeng, and the hope was cherished that all
ion, the commanding general of the Mexican for- canse of misunderstanding beiween thetwo coun-
ees, who, in pursuance-of the oi'ders_o_f' his gov- tries woild be speedily removed. Inihe confi-
ernment, bad collected a large arny onthe oppo- dent hope that such would he the result of his
site shore of the Rio Grande, crossed ilie river, mission, 1informed Congress thatI forebore at
invaded our territory, and commenced hostilitles thattime to ¥recommend such ulterior measures
by attacking eur forees, of redress for the wrongs and injuries we had so

“Thus, afier all the injuries which we had re-'lungborne, asitwould bave been proper to make,
ceived und borne from Mexico, and after she had had no such regotialion Leen instituted.”—To
insaltingly rejected n minister geni to: her on a iy snrprise and regret,the Mexican government
mission of peace, and when she had solemnly a-, though solemuly pledged to do so, upon the arri-
greed: to receive, she consnminated her long:val of our Ministerin Mexico, refused to receive
course of outrage against our country, by com-!and a credithim.” When he reached Vera Cruz
mencing au offensive war;and shedding the biood on the thirlieth day of November 1845, he found
of our eitizens on.our own soil. - . that the aspeet of affairs had undergone an un-
. The United States never attemnpled to acquife; happy change~-The government of General

> i i The consul of the United Stutes gt the city of as {o prev
which ho stated to bim “at the present date I Mexico was, therefore, instructed by the Scere-!

wards Mexico, or Mexican citizens, and {o ré-} Vera Cruz. A minister was immediately nppoint-
gard the relations between {lhe two ceuntries as ed and departed to Mexico. Every thing bore a

Whilst oceupying his position on the eastbank of in Decemberlast, no doubt was cntertained but

Texas by conquste - On the contrary, at an early
period, nfter the people of Texas had achieved
their independence, lhey soughttobe annexed to
the United Statés. " At a general electionin Sep-
temper; 1836, they decided with- great unanimi-
ty,in- favor of Sannexation;’ and in November
following, the congress.of ihe republic aulhoiiz-
ed thé appoitiment of a minister tobear their re-
guest to this government,

“I'bis government,!

Herrera, who was at that time Paiesident of the
Republic, was tottering toits full.  (Gen. Paredes
a military leader had manifested bis determioa-
tion to overthrow the government of Gen. Her-
rera, by amilitary revolution; and one of the prin-
cipal means which he employed to ellaet his pur-.
pose, and render the government of Hervera odi-
ous to the army and people of Biexico, was by
Joudly condemning its determination to receive a

however, having remained neutral betwecn Tex—i Minister of peace [rom the United States, alleg-
as and Mexico during the war between thein and ing thet it was the intention of Herrera, by a
considering it due fo the honor ofourcountry, and treaty with the Uniled Siates, to dismember the
our fair fame among the nations of the earth,that territory of Mexieo, by ceding away the depart-
we should not, at this early peried, consent fo an< ment of Texas.—The government of Herrera is
nexation, nor until it should be manifest to the; believed to have been well disposed to o pacific
whole world that the reconguest'of Texas by!adjusiment of existing difficulties; but probably
Mexico was iinpossible, refused to accede to {he’ alayined for its own security, and in order toward
overlires made by Texns.  Ounthe 12th of Aprill off ihe danger of the reveolution led by Paredes,
1844, and:after more than seven years had elap-! viclated its soleron agreement, and refused to re-
sed since Texas had established her independ-|ceive or aceredit our Minister; and this, although
ence,atreaty wis concluded for the anncxation informed that e had been invested with fall pow-
of that. repiblia to the U. States, which was re-ler to adjust 2]l questions in dispnte between the
jected by the Senate. Finaliy,on the first of two governments, ‘Among the frivolous pretexts
Maerh, 1842, eongress passed e joint resclution forthis refusal the principal one was, that our
for annexing her to the U. Stales, upon éertainiminister had not gone upon a special mission,
preliminary conditiens, te which her consent was eonfined to the question of Texas slone, leaving
required. ~The solemnilies which characterized. all the outrages en our flag and our citizens un -
the deliberations and conduct of the governmentl redressed. The Mexican government well knew.
and people of Texas, on. the deeply interesting that both our -national honor and the prolection
questions presenied by these resolufions, are|due io our citizens, imperatively required thag
known to'the world. “The Congress, the exéen-!the two guestions of bonndery and indemnity

{ive and the people of Texas, inr convention e-
lected for that purpose, accepted wilh greatuna-
nimity the proposed terms of annexation; and
thus consummated on her part the great act of
restoring to our federal union a. vasttertitory
which had been%geded to Spain by the Florida
treaty, more than a quarter a century before.:

After the juint resolution for the annexation of
Texas to the United States hed been d
our Congress, the Mexican minister ab Washirg-
ton‘nddressed s nole io the Secretary of State,
bearing date ¢n the Gthof Mareh, 1345, profesting
agaiust itas “an act of aggression the most nojust
which can be found recorded in the annals of mod-
ern history, namely that of despoiling a friendly
nation, like Mexico, of a considerable portion.of
her territory;? and protesting agaitst the resolu .
tion of apnexation, as being an act““whereby the
provinee of Texas,an integral portion ef the Mex-
ican territory, is agreed upon and admitted into,
the Americah Union;” and he announced that, as!
a consequence, hjs mission to the United States
had terminated, and demanded his passports,
which were granted. It was upon {he absurd
pretext, made by Mexzien,(hersellindebted for her
independence to & suceessful revoluiion) that the
republic of Texas still coutinued to be, notwith-
standing all thathad passed, a province of Mex-

should be trented of together, as naturally and in-
saparably blended, and they ought to have seen
that this course was best caleulated to enable the
U. States to extend to them the most liberal jus-
tige. On the thirtieth of December, 1845, Gen,
Herrera resigned the Presidency, and yieldedup
the goveruinent to Gen. Paredes withoula sting-

lowing, General Paredes, through his minister ¢f had pronounced in favor of annexation. Mexieo' free voice of the people, but fo be chosen in a
war, issued orders to the Mexiggtizeneral in com~ herself had ngreed to acknowledge the indepen-{ manner to make them subsery
it is true
To this which she had ne right to impose and no powe; tions.
General Parder had been plédged to the army toenforce. 'The last lingering hope of Mexicc,—l'
and people of Mexico during the military revoln- if she still eould have refained auy, that Texas
" On’the would ever sgain become one of her provinces,

ient to his will, and
i1o-give him abselule control over their delibera~
Under all these circumstances, it wasbelleved
that any revelutive in Mexico, founded upon op«
pusition to the ambilious projects of Paredes,
would tend to promote the cause of peace as well
, cnt any attem)ted Buropean interfer<
enee in the affairs of the North American conti-

f

} f ] ¢i- tary of Biate, onthe fifteenth of Septerber, 1845, nent—both oljectsof deepinierest to the United
ther fighting already, orpreparing for the opera-' o make incfui_ry of the Mexican goveninien'.’flSiMea. : 5

Any sueh foreign interference, if attemnp=

‘ s yo ‘The eungquiry was made, aud on the fifigenth of ted, wusthave beenresisted by the United States:
dy enthe theatre of operations; and with all the October, 1845, the minister of Foreign AfTairs of! My views upon that subject were fully éommu-
{orces assembled, it isindispensable that hostili-| the Mexican government, in & note addressed to
ties be commenced, yoursell taking theinitiative, our consul, gave a favorable response requesting
af the same time that our naval force might be

,nicated o Congress in my-last annual message,
‘In any event, it wes cerlain that no change
whatever in the governmenrt of Mexico which
would deprive Parcdes of power could be forthe
worse, &0 far ag the United States were con-
cerned, while it was highly probable that any
changé must be for the better, - '
‘This was the stale ofaffairs existing when Con~
gress, on the thirteenih of May last, recognized
the existence of the war which had been com~
menced by the government of Paredes; and it
became an oliject of much importance, with a
view to a apeedy settlement of our diffienlties
and the restoration of an bonorable peace, that

Paredes should not retain powerin Mexico.

- Before tliat lime there were symplons of arev-
olulion in Mexieo, favured, as it was understood
io le, by the more liberal party, and espedially
by tlicse who were opposed to foreign interfer-
ence and fothe monarchial form of government,
Sonta Annna was thén'in éxile in Havana, having
been expelled from power and banished from his
country by arevolution which oceurred in De-
cember, 1544; but it was known thet he. had stiil
aconsiderable party in his favor in Mexico, It
was glso equally well known that no vigilance
which could be exerted by our squadron would
in all probability, have prevented him from ef-
fecting 2 landing somewhere on the extensive
gulf const of Mexico, if he desired o relurn tor
biseouniry. He had openly professed an entire
change of policy; had expressed his regret that
lhe had subverted the federal constifafion of 1624,
and avowed that be was now in lavor of its resr
toration. )
e had publicly deelared his bostility in the
strongest terms, to the establishment of a mon~
archy, and to European inferferénce in the affairs:
of his counfry, Information io this eflect had
been received from sources believed fo be reline
Lle, at the date of the recognition of the exis+
tence ofthe war by Congrezs,and was afterwards
fully cenfirmed by the receipt of the despatch of
our consulin the eity of Mexico, withthe aceom-
papying docaments, which are herewith {rans«
mitted.” Tesides, it was reasonable to suppose
that he must see the ruinous consequences to
Mexico of a war with t{he United Siates, and that
it would be hisinterest to favor peace.

It was under these circumstances and upom
these considerations that it was deemed expedi-
‘ent not to obstruet his return to Mexico, should:
he sttempt to doso. Our objsel was the restor-
ation of peace; and with that view, no reasomn
was pereeived why we slhionld take pait wille
Paredes, and aid him, by means of cur blockade,
in preventing the return of his ‘rival to Mexico.
On the contrary,it was believed that the intestine
divistens whicll ordinary sagavity could not but
antivipate as the fruit of Santd Annas’ return to:
Mexico, and his confest with, Paredes might
strongly’ tend to produce a disposition with both:
pariies to restore ‘and preserve peace with the
U. States. : . Voo

Paredes was asoldierby professipn,and a men-
archistin principle. He bad butrecently before
been successful in a military revolution,by which:

assed by}

he bad obtainedpower. He vwas the sworn ene~
my of the U. States, with which be had involv-.
edhis eountry inthe exisling war., Santa Ann#
had been expelled from powerby the army—was:
terly hoslile to the United States. '~ ~ . Enown to be in epen hostiiity to Paredes, and:
" Although the prospect of a pacific adjustment|publicly pledged himsell against foreign iater-
with the new government was unpromising, from | ventions and the restoratien of Monarchy i
the .known hostility of its head to the U, Siates,|{Mexico. In view of these facts and_circumstan—-
yet, determined that nothing should be left uu-|ces it was, that, when orders were jssued to the
done on our"part to restore friendly relations be- |commander of our naval forees in the Gulf on-
tween the two countries, our minister was in-{the 15th day of May Jast, only fwo days after the
structed to present his eredentials fothe new gov- existance of the war had beenrctognized by Cona-
erpment, and ask to be aceredited by itin ihe dis [gress, to place the ensts of Mexico under block--
plomatic character in which he had been com- ade, he was directed not to obstruct the passage
missioned. These fistructions ke executed by]of Sanita Anna to Mexico, sheuld ke nttempt tb-
his note of first March, 1846, addressed 1o the retnrn. o L o .
Mexican minister of Foreign Affaivs, bit hisTe-] A revolution took place in Mexicoin the early’
quest was insultingly refused by that minister in |part of August following, by which the power:
his snswer of thetwelfih ofthe same mpnth. No|of Parcdes was overthrown, and he has since:
alternative remanied for ouf minisier butto de-|been banished fromthe country, andis now in-

‘gles. Thus a réycohition was aceomplished solely
by the army coramanded by Paredes, and the
supteme powerin Mexico passed info the hands
of a military usurper, who was known to be bit-

mand his passports and retuin tethe U. States.

a consequence; of
1y recources of the

1th of April fol-

ico, thai this step was taken by the Mexican
minister. ' ) ed (o the eivilized world, of a government, invi-
“Every hororable effort has beenused by me {0/ olation of ifs own express agreement, having
avoid the war which followed, but all have prov-i twice rejected a minister of pence, invested with
ed vain. All ouratiempts to preserve peace bave full powers fo adjust all the existing diff rénces
been met by ingult and resistance on the part of between the two countries in a manner just znd
Mexico. ~ My efforts fo this end commenced in'hoporable to both. I am not nware that modern
the note of the Secrefary of State of the tenth Uf]‘ history presents a parallel case, in whieh, in time
March, 1843, in answer to that of the Mexican’ of peace, one nation has refused even to hear
minister. Whilst declinlng to re-open & discuss-! propositions. from another for ierminating exist-
jon which had already been exhausted, and pro-_ j,o gifficulties between them, o

ving again whatwas known to the whole world,|  “Searcely akepe of adjusting our difficulties, e-
that

Thus was the extraordinary spectacle present-

Texas had long since schieved her i;atdfpen- venata remotebdayilor p}f p;eseﬂvlinglzpeacle with
dence, the Seeretary of State expressed the re-| Mexico, coiild be cherished while Fareiles re-
gret of this Govern!grent that Mexieo shonld have, mairied at the head of the government. He had
faken offence atthe resolntion of nnnexation P‘?SS-;—acguiredthe supreme power by a. mililary revo-
ed by Congresg, and gave assurance that ¢ our Juiion and upon the.most‘ solemn pledges towage
most strenuous efforts shall be devoted fo the ain- ey against the United Btates, aud tore-conquer
bncen th e pemramrte, o e Sl o Mo oy Senouncod 53 S0l o retson
etween the » thec - of A T : 3 f
tion of the kindest and most friendly relations be-! g1l those Mexieans who eonsidered Texas as no
tween the sister republies” Vg6 | longer constituting a part of the territory of Mex-
find huve sicd o 1 s S st e who v Lt o e el
anee, will appear from {he o g he duralion o T which g
BB, o e e e o e somtsat o Tocmn
€d a 1p. | .whie S W 2 > T s
:;‘gtguﬁzlﬁné‘;tes: and Lﬂ“—ﬁht: iherefore, fo have was hopeless. Besides, lhere was good renson
been the first to ask for its resumptmn?}'ef‘,;ﬂ%m'_to belicve, from all his copduct, that it was 1'11? in-
ing all ceremonyy I embrace:d th_" ear he}i’i avor- tention to convert the republic of Mexieo infe a
able opportunity “to ascertain from the Mexican monarchy, and to calla foreign 1:‘1:11'013\?'1&u;:l prince
government whether they would receive an €n- o {lie throne. Preparatory fo this end, Lie had,
Yoy from the United States iotrusted with full duying his short rule, destroyed the liberty of the
power to adjust alkthe qﬂeSti?}’“_ n d‘SP“tB‘g’e‘l press, tolerating that pm:h;:g ]_l:f it only which a-
tween the two governments.” In Septerber,'pep}y advocated the establishment of 2 monar-
1645, I believed the profit
an oveyture had arrived, xa!
sinstio and almost unanimous;wi
3 ’ -

&

| AP

jous moment for such chy. The beiterio sceure the sceéss of the ul-
Texas, by the entho- yimnte designs, he-had; by an arbitrary decree,
Ikof her peaple,’ sonvoked  Congress—aot- to be clected by the

exile. - Shortly afierwards, Santa Annpa returned -
It remaing fo be seen whether his return may
not yet prove to be favorable to a pacifie adjust--
ment of the existinng difficulties; it being mani--
festly hisinterest not to perservein the prosecu-
tion of a war cummenced by Paredes, o accom—
Blish a purpose so alsurd as the reconguest of’
Texas o the Sabine, Had Paredes remainedins
power, itis mortally certain ihat any pacific ad~
jusimenut wonld have been hopeless. -~ -
Upon the cominencement of hostilities by
Mexico against the United States, the indignant!
spirit of the nation  was ardused. Congisse
promptly respended to the exypectations ofthe
couniry, and by ihe act of the thirteenth of Moy’
last recognized the fact that war existed, by the
act of Mexito bétween the United States and
thaf republic, and granted the mesns Decessary’
for its vigorous presccution. ‘Being involved ine
& war thus commenced by Mexico, and for the
justice of which on our part, we may confidently:
appenl to the whole woild, I resolved to prose-
eute it with the ntmest vigor. Accordingly the
perts of Mexice onthe Gulfand on the Paeifior
have been placed under blockade,wnd the teritg--
ryinvaded at severalimporiant poinis. . There-
ports fromthe deparlments of war and - the navy’
will infortx you more in detail’ of the imeasures:
adopted in the emerzency in which ouy country
was placed, and of ihe grotifiing results whicke
have been accomplished. ' . .
. The varipus columps of {he army hove per.-
fortmed their.dufy under gréat disidvantages,
with the most distinguished skill and ecurage,—
The victories ¢f Palo Alto and Resaca dala Pal-
ma,-and’ of Montei 8y, won against grately su=
perrior nnmbers, axl against nost decided ad-
Lvau%ages in cthey e prols on the part of the enes-




